Joining the Family at

Prairie View

“Shining His Light, Sharing His Love”

The privileges and responsibilities of partnering with the local church

Updated March 2008

I. Privileges of Membership at Prairie View
· Membership provides encouragement to help us walk with Jesus.

Hebrews 10:24-25---“And let us consider how we may spur one another on     toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another---and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

· Membership provides a family to love and care for us.

1 Timothy 3:14-15---“Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of truth.”

· Membership provides a place to discover and use our spiritual gifts for ministry.

1 Corinthians 12:7---“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”

1 Peter 4:10---“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.”

· Membership places us in the care of Godly leaders, who will look out for our spiritual well being.

Acts 20:28---“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.  Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.”

· Membership identifies us as true believers.

Ephesians 2:19-20---“...you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow   citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.”

· Membership provides a laboratory for us to practices God’s five purposes for our lives:

Worship---You were planned for God’s pleasure

Fellowship---You were formed for God’s family

Discipleship---You were created to become more and more like Jesus

Ministry---You were shaped to serve God

Evangelism---You were made for a mission in the world

II. Responsibilities of Membership at Prairie View
· Members have a responsibility to protect the unity of the church.

      How can you protect the unity of the church?

1. Acting in love toward other members

2. Refusing to gossip

3. Choosing to follow the leadership direction of the church

1 Peter 1:22---“...love one another deeply, from the heart.”

1 John 3:16---“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down   his life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”

Ephesians 4:29---“Do not let and unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”

Hebrew 13:17---“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep watch over you as men who must give account.  Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.”

· Members have a responsibility to share the mission of the church.

      How can you share in the mission of the church?

1. Praying for growth (spiritual depth & numerical)

2. Inviting the unchruched to attend

3. Warmly welcoming those who visit us

Matthew 9:37-38---“Then he [Jesus] said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest fields.”

Luke 14:23---“Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full.”

James 2:1---“My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show favoritism.”

1 Peter 4:9---“Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.”

· Members have a responsibility to use their gifts and talents to support the ministry of the church.

      How can you share your gifts and talents to support the mission of the    

      Church?

     Assessing your SHAPE
     Spiritual gifts
     Heart
     Abilities
     Personality
     Experience

Ephesians 4:11-12---“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up...”

Romans 12:4-5---“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.”

1 Corinthians 12:27---“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”

Ephesians 4:16---“From him [Christ] the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”

· Members have a responsibility to support the testimony of the church.

How can you support the testimony of the church?

1. Attending faithfully

2. Living a godly life

3. Tithing

Hebrews 10:25---“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another...”

Psalm 84:10---“Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.”

1 Corinthians 16:2---“On the first  day of every week, each of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made."

Malachi 3:8-10---“ ‘Will a man rob God?  Yet you rob me.’  But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ ‘In tithes and offerings.  You are under a curse—the whole nations of you—because you are robbing me.  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have enough room for it.”

What is required for

Membership here at Prairie View?

The biblical response to God’s offer of grace: (Ephesians 2:8-9)

· A personal profession of faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior 

(Romans 10:9; John 1:12; Acts 4:12)

· Repentance of sins (Acts 2:38)

· Baptism by immersion (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:1-4)

What is strongly encouraged for

Membership here at Prairie View?

· A commitment in writing to abide by the enclosed Prairie View membership covenant (fulfilling the responsibilities of membership listed above)

Prairie View Christian Church
“Commitement to Christ, Committed in Membership”
Having responded to God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ, repentance of my sins, and baptism in water; and having read the attached privileges and responsibilities of membership in the local church at Prairie View, I/we now declare my/our desire to unity with the Prairie View church family.  In doing so, I/we commit myself/ourselves to God and to the other members to do the following:

· I WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH

By acting in love toward other members

By refusing to gossip

By following the leadership of this church

· I WILL SHARE THE MISSION OF MY CHURCH

By praying for its growth

By inviting the unchurched to attend

By warmly welcoming those who visit us

· I WILL USE MY GIFTS AND TALENTS TO SUPPORT THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

By discovering my gifts and talents

By allowing the ministers/elders to equip and appoint me for service

By developing a servant’s heart

· I WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH

By attending faithfully

By living a godly life

By supporting the church’s ministry financially

Having made my commitment to Christ, I/we now make my/our commitment to this church family at Prairie View:

________________________________                                             _________________

Name                                                                                             Date
________________________________                                             _________________

Name                                                                                             Date
*Upon returning this sheet to the church office, we will set up a time for you to come forward, so that we can officially “introduce” you to the congregation.  At this time, you will also be encouraged to repeat the confession of faith in front of your brothers and sisters in Christ at Prairie View.
